When Jefferson doubled the size ol the nation by purchasing the
Louisiana Territory 'from France in' 1803—thus extending the western
frontier from the Appalachians across the Mississippi to the Rocky
Mountains—he thought the Indians could move there. He ‘proposed
to Congress that Indians should be encouraged to settle dows) on smaller
tracts and do farming; also, they should be encouraged to trade with
whites, to incur debts, and then to pay off these debis with tracts of
land. *. . . Two measures are decmed expedient. First to encourage
thc}- to abandon hunting. . . . Secondly, To Multiply trading houses
amang them.’. . . leading them thus to agriculture, to manufactures,
and civilization. . ..."

" Jefferson’s talk of “agriculture . . . manufactures . . . civilization”
is crucial. Indian removal was necessary for the opening of the vast

~ American lands to agriculture, to commerce, to markets, to money,

to the development of the modern capitalist economy. Land was indis-
pensable for all this, and after the Revolution, huge sections of land
were bought up by rich speculators, including George Washington and
Patrick Henry. In North Carolina, rich tracts of land belonging to

- the Chickasaw Indians were put on sale, although the Chickasaws were

among the few: Indian tribes fighting on the side of the Revolution,
and a treaty had been signed with them guaranteeing their land. John

Donelson, a state surveyor, ended up with 20,000 acres of land near

what is now Chattanooga. His son-in-law made twenty-two trips out
of Nashville in’' 1795 for land deals. This was' Andrew Jackson.

Jackson was a land speculator, merchant, slave trader, and the
most aggressive enemy of the Indians in early American history. He
became a hero of the War of 1812, which was not (as usually depicted
in American textbooks) just 8 war against England for survival, but
a war for the expansion of the new nation, into Florida, into Canada,
into Indian territory. ,
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The removal of the Indians was explained by Lewis Cass—Secretary
of War, governor of the Michigan territory, minister to France, presiden-
tial candidate: .

A principle of progressive improvement seems almost inherent in human
nature. . . . We are all striving in the career of life to:acquire riches of honor,
or power, or some other object, whose possession is to realize the day drcams
of our imaginations; and the sggregate of these efforts constitutes the advance
of society. But there is little of this in the constitution of our savages.

Cass—pompous, pretentious, honored (Harvard gave him an hon-
orary doctor of laws degree in 1836, at the height of Indian removal)—
claimed to be an expert on the Indians. But he demonstrated again
and again, in Richard Drinnon’s words (Violence in the American Expe-
rience: Winning the West), a “’quite marvelous ignorance of Indian life.”
As governor of the Michigan Territory, Cass took millions of acres
from the Indians by treaty: *“We must frequently promote their interest
against their inclination.” '

His article in the North American Review in 1830 made the case

for Indian Removal. We must not regret, he said, “the progress of
civilization and improvement, the triumph of industry and art, by which
these regions have been reclaimed, and over which freedom, religion,
and science are extending their sway.” He wished that. all this could

- have been done with “a smaller sacrifice; that the aboriginal population

had accommodated themselves to the inevitable change of their condi-
tion. . . . But such a wish is vain. A barbarous people, depending for
subsistence upon the scanty and precarious supplies furnished by the
chase, cannot live in contact with a civilized community.”

3. whol 1s lewis Cass’ gftitude

1. Ds ,‘\‘(ou aqree wl Jefferson that if Indrans Indians?

' P Jowards
became farmers, his would make 1hem

“civilized "7 Explain

2 Holu.\ mfﬂht‘ Jacksmg e_x(Periencc as a 'anc:l
influence his o’;im'cn Aof Indians ¢

LI.Do you agree wl-ihe lost line,

{heait ’,)eoPlc o\zpenoleml on hunh‘n&('annof
coewst with @ civilized community?

SPCCuIafO'“ E)(Elon‘n



i

As soon as, Jackson was elected PrcsiLlcnl. Georgia, Alabama, and
Mississippi began to pass laws (0 extend the states’ rule over the
Indians in their ferritory. These laws did away with the tribe as a
legal unit, outlawed tribal meetings, took away the chiefs’ powers, made '
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As Jackson took office in 1829, gold was discovered in Cherokee
territory in Georgia. Thousands of whites invaded, destroyed Indian
property, staked out claims. Jackson ordered federal troops to remove
them, but also ordered Indians as well as whites to stop mining. Then

the Indians subject to militia duty snd state taxes, but denied them

the right to vote, to bring suits, or to testify in court. Indian territory

= was divided up, to be distributed by state lottery. Whites were encour-
- aged to scttle on Indian land. :
. The proper tactic had now been found. The Indians would not
be. ‘forced” to go West. But if they chose to stay they would have to
abide by state laws, which destroyed their tribal and personal rights
anc made them subject to endless harassment and invasion by white
 setillers coveting their land. If they left, however,
would give them financial support and promise them lands beyond
the Mississippi. Jackson’s instructions to an army major sent (o talk
to the Choctaws and Cherokees put it this way:

he removed the troops, the whites returned, and Jackson said he could
not interfere with Georgia’s authority. '

The white invaders seized land and stock, forced Indians to sign
leases, beat up Indians who protested, sold alcohol to weaken resistance,
killed game which Indians needed for food. But to put all the blame
on white mobs, Rogin says, would be to ignore “the essential roles
played by planter interests and government policy decisions.” Food
shortages, whiskey, and military attacks began a process ol.' tribal disinte-
gration. Violence by Indians upon other Indians increased.

Treaties made under pressure and by deception broke up Creek,
Choctaw, and Chickasaw tribal lands into individual holdings, making
each person a prey to contractors, speculators, and politicians. The
Chickasaws sold their land individually at good prices and went west
without much suffering. The Crecks and Choctaws remained on their
individual plots, but great numbers of them were defrauded by land
companies. According to one Georgia bank president, a stockholder
in a land company, “Stealing is the order of the day.”

Indians complained to Washington, and Lewis Cass replied:

the federal government

' Say to my red Choctaw children, and my Chickasaw children to listen—
my white children of Mississippi have

- + - Where they now are, say to them, thei

being subject to the laws of the state of Mississippi.. . . The general government
will be obliged to sustain the States in the exercise of their right. Say to the
chiefs and warriors that 1 am their friend, that I wish to act as their friend -
but they must, by removing from the limits of the States of Mississippi llid> |
Alabama and by being settled on the lands I offer them, put it in my power

to be such—There, beyond the limits of any 'Snt'e. in possession of land of

their own, which they shall possess as long as Grass grows or water rums. I
am and will protect them asd be their friend and father.

. Our citizens were disposed to buy and the Indians to sell. . . . The subse-
v quent disposition which shall be made of these payments seems to be utterly
beyond the reach of the Government. . . . The improvident habits of the
Indian cannot be controlied by regulations. . . . If they waste it, as waste it
they too often will, it is deeply to be regretied yet still it is only exercising a
right conferred upon them by the treaty.
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The Creeks, defrauded of their land, short of money and food,

refused to go West. Snrv‘ng Crecks began raiding white farms, while
Georgia militia and settlers attacked Indian settlements. Thus began |

the Second Creck War. One Alsbama newspaper sympathetic to the

Indians wrote: “The war with the Crecks is all humbug. It is a base.

and diabolical scheme, devised by interested men, to keep an-ignorant
race of people from maintaining their just rights, and to deprive them
of the small remaining pittance placed under their control.”

A %eek man more than a hundred years old, named Speckled
Snake, reacted to Al?drew Jackson'’s policy of removal:

Broth‘eul 1 have listened to many talks from our great white father. When
he first came over the wide waters, he was but a little man . . . very little.
His legs were cramped by sitting long in his big boat, and he begged for a
little land to light his fire on. . ... But when the white man had warmed
himself before the Indians® fire and filled himself with their hominy, he became
very large. With a step he bestrode the mountains, and his feet covered the.
plains and the valleys. His hand grasped the castern and the western sea,
and his head rested on the moon. Then be became our Great Father. He
loved his red children, and he said, “Get a little further, lest [ tread on thee.”

Brothers! 1 have listened to a great many talks from our great father.

But they always began and ended in this—"Get a little further; you are too
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With 17,000 Cherokees surrounded by 900,000 whites in Georgia,
Alabama, and Tennessee, the Cherokees decided that survival required
adaptstion to the white man’s world. They became farmers, blacksmiths,
carpenters, masons, owners of property. A census of 1826 showed 22,000
cattle, 7,600 horses, 46,000 swine, 726 looms, 2,488 spinning wheels,

172 wagons, 2,943 plows, 10 saw mills, 31 grist mills, 62 blucksmith

shops, 8 cotton machines, 18 schools.
The Cherokees’ language—heavily poetic, metaphorical, beautifully
expressive, supplemented by dance, drama, and ritual—had always been
a language of voice and gesture. Now their chief, Sequoyah, invented
a written language, which thousands learned. The Cherokees® newly
established: Legislative Council voted money for a printing press, which
on dem:y 21, 1828, began publishing a newspaper, the Cherokee
Phoenix, printed in both English and Sequoyah’s Cherokee. The
Cherokees even started to emulate the slave society around them: they
owned more than a thousand slaves. They were beginning to resemble
that civilization the white men spoke about, making what Van Every
calls “a stupendous effort” to win the good will of Americans. They
even welcomed missionaries and Christianity. None of this made them
moredesmble than the land they lived on. :
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Jackson’s 1829 message to Congress made his position clear: *1
informed the Indians inhabiting parts of Georgia and'Alabama that
their attempt to establish an independent government wnu!d not be
countenanced by the Executive of the United States, and advised lhcl:l.
to emigrate beyond the Mississippi or submit to the laws of those States.
Congress moved quickly to pass a removal bill.

He reiterated a familiar theme. *“Toward the aborigines of the coun-

try no one can indulge a more friendly fecling than myself. . . .” How-

| ever: “The waves of population and civilization are rolling to the west-

ward, and we now propose to acquire the countries occupied by the
red men of the South and West by a fair exchange. . . .
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Georgia passed a law making it a crime for a white person to

stay in Indian territory without taking an oath to the state of Georgia.-

When ' the white missionaries in the Cherokee territory declared their
sympathies openly for the Cherokees to stay, Georgia militia entered
the territory in the spring of 1831 and arrested three of the missionaries,
including Samuel Worcester. They were released when they claimed
protection as federal employees (Worcester was a federal postmaster).
Immediately the Jackson administration took away Worcester’s job,
and the militia moved in again that summer, arresting ten missionaries
as well as the white printer of the Cherokee Phoenix. They were beaten,
chained, and forced to march 35 miles a day to the county jail. A
jury tried them, found them guilty. Nine were released when they agreed
to swear allegiance to Georgia's laws, but Samuel Worcester and Elizur
Butler, who refused to grant legitimacy to the laws repressing the Cher-
okees, were sentenced to four years at hard labor.

This was appealed to the Supreme Court, and in Worcester v.
Georgia, John Marshall, for the majority, declared that the Georgia
law on which Worcester was jailed violated the treaty with the Chero-
kees, which by the Constitution was binding on the states. He ordered

. Worcester freed. Georgia ignored him, and President Jackson refused

to enforce the court order. i

Georgia now put Cherokee land on sale and moved militia in to
crush any sign of Cherokee resistance. The Cherokees followed a policy
of nonviolence, though their property was being taken, their homes
were being burned, their schools were closed, their women mistreated,

and liquor was being sold in their churches to render them even more
helpless.
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Meanwhile the Cherokees haL not fought back with arms, but
had resisted in' their own way. And so the government began to play
Cherokee against Cherokee, the old game. The pressures built up on

the Cherokee community—their newspaper suppressed, their govern-
ment dissolved, the missionaries in jail, their land parceled among whites

" . by the land lottery. In 1834, seven hundred Cherokees, weary of the

20.
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struggle, agreed to go west; cighty-one died en route, including forty-
five children—mostly from measles and cholera. Those who lived arrived
t their destination across the Mississippi in the midst of a cholera
ipidcmic and half of them died within a year. - :

" The Cherokees were summoned to sign the removal treaty in New
Echou, Georgia, in 1836, but fewer than five hundred of the seventeen
thousand Cherokees appeared. The treaty wassigned anyway. The Sen-
ate, including northerners who had once spoken for the Indian, ratified
it, yielding, as Senator Edward Everett of Massachusetts said, to *“‘the
force of circumstances . . . the hard necessity.” Now the Georgia whites

'stepbed uo their attacks to speed the removal. .

Thirteen‘days before Emerson sent this letter, Martin Van Buren
had ordered. Major General Winfield Scott into Cherokee territory to
use whatever, military force was required to move the Cherokees west.

_Five regiments of regulars and four thousand militia and volunteers -

began pouring into Cherokee country. General Scott addressed the Indi- .

) ans:

Cherokees—the President of the United States has sent me with a powerful
army, to cause you, in obedience to the treaty of 1834, 10 join that part of
your people who are already established in prosperity on the other side of
the Mississippi. . . . The full moon of May is slready 'on the wane, and before
snother shall have passed every Cherokee man, woman, and child . . . must

_be in motion (o join their brethren in the far West. . . . My troops already

occupy many positions in the country that you are sbout to abandon, and
thoussnds and thousands are approaching from every quarter, to tender resis-
tance and escape alike hopeless. . . . Chiefs, head men, and warriors—Will
you then, by resistance, compe! us to resort to arms? God forbid. Or will
you, by flight, seck to hide yoursclves in mountains and forests, and thus
oblige us to hunt you down? ’
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Some Cherokees had -pplréntly given up on nonviolence: three
chiefs who signed the Removal Treaty were found dead. But the seven-
teen thousand Cherokees were soon rounded up and crowded into stock-

ades. On October 1, 1838, the first detachment set out in what was '

to be known as the Trail of Tears. As they moved westward, they
began to die—of sickness, of drought, of the heat, of exposure. There
were 645 wagons, and people marching alongside. Survivors, years later,
told of halting at the edge of the Mississippi in the middle of winter,
the river running full of ice, “hundreds of sick and dying penned up
in wagons or stretched upon the ground.” Grant Foreman, the leading
authority on Indian removal, estimates that during confinement in the
stockade or on the march westward four thousand Cherokees died.
In December 1838, President Van Buren spoke to Congress:

It affords sincere pleasure to apprise the Congress of the entire removal
of the Cherokee Nation of Indians to their new homes west of the Mississippi.

The measures authorized by Congress at its last session have had the happiest -

effects.
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